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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter March 2023 

 

The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 19th of 
March. Meet at 10am at the green Association 
Shed on the NW corner of the site. We will clear 
and cover several plots, prune the Verbena on 
the green, and light the bonfire. As ever, sturdy 
footwear and gloves are likely to be needed and 
we encourage you to bring them along.  
 
 
The February WP was very busy clearing and 
covering several plots, lighting the bonfire, and 
doing island work. 

 
2023 AGM – held online (Zoom) 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2023 will be 
held on Zoom. The date to save in your diary is 
Sunday 19th of March. We will start at 4:30pm 
UK time. The Committee has now sent the AGM 
papers via email. Please note that you need to 
register to receive the Zoom meeting link. Please 
email julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com to register.   
 
 

Plot numbering 

Members are obliged to display the number of 
their plots. The absence of accurate numbering 
makes the committee's job in identifying the 
correct plots more difficult.  

Please make sure your plot has a clear number 
displayed. Examples of good plot numberings 
below. 

 

 

CMAA website – NEW news page 

We have recently added a new feature to our 
website. We now have a news feed where we 
post regular news updates and other topical 

information. Recent posts cover news about the 
skip and important information about dates of 
track maintenance work. 
 
You can find the News page on the Website 
under ‘Association’ or you can access it directly 
here 

 

 
 
 

If you are an RSS user, you can also receive the 
Cripley Meadow news updates using the URL 
https://cripleymeadow.home.blog/feed in your 
RSS reader. 
 
 
On-site skip   

Recently the cost for permanently renting a skip 
has gone up exponentially and we cannot pay for 
a continuous skip. Going forward there will be a 
skip on site periodically (in Summer) – we will 
announce in advance. Please try and take your 
rubbish home or take it to Redbridge Recycling 
Centre. Please recycle as much as possible.  

 

Fruit trees winter pruning 

Ilias, our Orchard Manager, is giving us some tips 
on how to keep our fruit trees in good shape or 
shape the young ones. 
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For Young Trees (2-4 yrs) 

• When pruning a Pome (apple/pear/quince) 
fruit tree it is recommended to carry this 
out during the winter while the tree is 
dormant. 

• Always remember to cut at a 45° 
angle and to wash any pruning equipment 
in a sterilising solution especially if you 
are dealing with anything diseased. This 
will help prevent the spread of 
contamination. 

• The priority is to get rid of anything dead, 
dying or diseased. The goal is to 
manage the plant’s growth so that energy 
is directed into establishing the roots 
and healthy branches. 

• You then want to remove any vertical 
and acute growing branches. These 
branches won’t be able to support the 
weight of fruit and usually end up getting 
damaged. 

• You also want to prune away any 
branches that cluster or cross over. 
When these grow larger, they’ll damage 
one another and help the spread of 
disease and pests. 

• This may require you to cut as much as a 
1/3 of all your branches if the tree is 
particularly unkempt. 

• You should be looking to train the tree 
as horizontally as possible. So, with the 
branches you have left you should cut 
back to an outward facing bud. This will 
stimulate growth from this bud training the 
branch outwards. 

• In the early years pruning is a form of 
training designed to stimulate growth in 
branches capable of supplying fruit. 
Even though by this point the side shoots 
may be very small it is a good idea to cut 
them off if they’re growing inward to 
maintain the desired shape early on. 

 

For Older Trees (5+ yrs) 

As the tree gets older however, and especially if 
you’ve been suffering from poor harvests, the aim 
is to maintain the shape and branches which can 
support fruit maximising your yields. 

• After removing anything dead, dying or 
diseased you then want to pick out any 
unfavourable branches. These again 
include any vertical, acute or congested 
branches. This opens the tree up allowing 
for air and sunlight to reach it. 

• Additionally, if there are any branches 
growing from below the rootstock these 
are ‘suckers’ and should be pruned out 
entirely. 

 

Good gardening, 

Julia 

on behalf of the CMAA Committee 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  

 

                                                                             

 

mailto:julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com

