
 

 

Minutes of the Cripley Meadow Allotment Association AGM 
held Sunday 20th March 2022 at 4.30 pm via Zoom 

This is the final version as approved by the 2023 AGM 

Present: Sheila Allen, Grace Akatsu, Ian Barry, Tim Bone, George Burnett Stuart, Alison Campbell, 

John Clarke, Godfrey Cole, John Davis, Cam Eadie, David & Sarah Edwards, Jamie Forbes, Jamie 

Hartzell, Alex Hollingsworth, Jennifer Hollowell, Keith Holton, Jeremy Hyde, Manda Joyce, Ilias 

Koutanidis, Dominica Luscombe, Ellie Mottram,  Julia Popescu, Cllr Susanna Pressel, Wendy & 

Rodney Skinner Smith, Alice Sprinkle, Hugh & Phyllis Starkey, Dot & Godfrey Stone,  Carole-Ann 

Turner, Carol Warnock. Apologies from: Emma Delap, Christine Melia, Jean and Richard Haigh 

1. Welcome from Chair: Alex welcomed everyone to the meeting which would hopefully be 

the last one held on-line. He thanked Julia for setting up the on-line voting system. 

2. Minutes of the 2021 Annual General Meeting:  there being no corrections to be made, the 

minutes of the AGM held on 21st Match 2021 were put to the vote and approved 

unanimously by the members 

No matters arising were raised. 

3. Annual Accounts and Budget: The treasurer, Jamie Forbes, summarised the main points of 

the account and budget. Income and Expenditure were each somewhat higher than 

budgeted but the operating surplus was as expected. The mowing costs were slightly lower 

than budget, but the tree costs were higher reflecting the extra work undertaken to get the 

Island trees to a level where CMAA could manage them themselves in future. A quote had 

been accepted for 2022/23 of £4,600 to complete the Island tree work. 

A payment of £3-4,000 would be made to the sinking fund (currently at £19,500) to cover 

future large items of maintenance. 

Sarah Edwards reported that the Trading Shop had increased both income and expenditure 

this year with payments mainly done on-line. She thanked Jamie for processing the 

payments and Julia for helping with the shop. 

Sarah reminded member there was a vacancy for a new shop manager (which could be a 

jobshare). Sarah would continue for the present but NOT indefinitely. It was vital to find her 

replacement or the shop service could not continue as before. 

The meeting voted unanimously to adopt the 2021 accounts 

4. 2021 Annual Report: Alex introduced the report and remarked that although it showed the 

difficulties due to the COVID pandemic, the willingness of members to contribute to the 

shared endeavour and co-operate in dealing with the problems, had demonstrated how 

important allotments are to health, well-being and community cohesion. 

There being no specific questions on the report, the meeting voted unanimously to adopt 

the 2021 Annual Report 

5. Election of Officers and Committee Members: Alex asked Cllr Susanna Pressel to take over 

the Chair for the first part of this item. He took the opportunity to thank Councillor Pressel 

for her support for CMAA over the years, 

Cllr Pressel took the Chair and called for nominations for the post of CMAA Chair. Alex 

Hollingsworth was nominated by Alison Campbell and seconded by Manda Joyce. There 

being no other nominations a vote was taken and Alex Hollngsworth was elected 

unanimously. 

Alex took the Chair and reported that existing committee members not seeking re-election 

were Emma Delap, Sara Edwards, Manda Joyce and Christine Melia. Nominations had been 

received for John Davis, Jamie Forbes, Keith Holton, Jennifer Hollowell, Jeremy Hyde, Ilias 



 

 

Koutanidis, Julia Popanescu, Alice Sprinkle & Phyllis Starkey.  These were put to the vote en 

bloc and all elected unanimously. 

6. Thanks to outgoing committee members: Alex paid tribute to the four outgoing committee 

members (Emma Delap, Sara Edwards, Manda Joyce and Christine Melia) each had made a 

huge contribution over the years towards the smooth running of CMAA, including the 

management of the transition after the significant gap left by the retirement of the previous 

Chair, Wendy Skinner Smith. The Association was stronger as a result of their contributions. 

Members endorsed the Chair’s tribute. 

7. Proposal to increase the number of honey bee hives on the site: in response to 

representations by existing beekeeper David Edwards, the committee was proposing to 

increase the upper limit of Beekeepers on site from the current two to three, and the total 

number of hives to eight. 

David Edwards outlined the rationale for the change. The National Allotment Society 

encourages bee hives on allotment sites because of the importance of hive bees as 

pollinators in horticulture and agriculture. They advise that for safety, hives should be 

situated at the margins of allotment sites wherever possible. There had been a debate 

nationally about whether the expansion of bee hives in urban areas was having a 

detrimental effect on the numbers of wild pollinators but there was no conclusive evidence 

on this. A bumble bee survey on the CMAA site by a Brookes University student had shown 

high levels of natural pollinators which DE suggested reflected the nature of the area 

surrounding CMAA (grazing, low density agriculture and suburban gardens) and the numbers 

and range of pollen bearing plants on the allotments. DE calculated the site could support up 

to 16 hives. He stresses the importance of correct siting, bees are by nature defensive but 

can be alarmed by strimming for example. There had been few complaints of people being 

stung. DE requested that should the proposal be agreed he would like to work with the 

committee to identify potential sites on uncultivated land on the CMAA site. 

Wendy Skinner Smith spoke against the proposal, citing the reports of competition with wild 

pollinators and potential nuisance to allotment holder. Wendy suggested member should 

instead plant more wild flowers and provide been hotels. 

Phyllis Starkey spoke in favour of the proposal, drawing attention to the local factors which 

meant that such competition was unlikely to be relevant to our site. 

Dot Stone asked if another beekeeper had expressed interest in having hives on site? Manda 

confirmed there was a potential new beekeeper. 

Jamie Hartzell asked if any of the bees on site were of foreign variety since he understood 

there to be more problematic. DE confirmed all the existing bees were local bees of the 

Buckfast variety, known for their docility. 

The proposal was put to the vote and was carries by 88% to 12% (this was for technical 

reasons without the votes of the three members who were sharing an email with another 

member, but as this could not change the total vote significantly the meeting agreed to 

proceed on the basis of the recorded vote. 

8. AOB: there was no other business. 

The Chair thanked all members for attending on such a sunny afternoon and wished them 

well on their allotments. He closed the meeting at 5.20 p.m. 

 


