
Draft Minutes of the Cripley Meadow Allotment Association Annual General Meeting 
Held on Sunday 19th March 2023 at 4.30 pm by Zoom 

Please send any corrections to secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk  

 
Present: Tim Bone, Alison Campbell, Godfrey Cole, Josh Cowls, John Davis, David Edwards, Sarah Edwards, 

Jamie Forbes, Sarah Hendriks, Alex Hollingsworth, Keith Holton, Kiki Isidoros, Ilias Kounatidis, Dominica 

Luscombe, Reneth McKenzie Schoetz, Christine Melia, Ellie Mottram, Julia Popescu, Rodney Skinner Smith, 

Wendy Skinner Smith, Hugh Starkey, Phyllis Starkey, Dot Stone, Godfrey Stone, Jackie Thompson & Chloe 

Wood. Councillor Susana Pressel. 
Apologies: John Clarke, Jean & Richard Haigh, Jen Hollowell, Manda Joyce, Di & Jez Newell 

1.Welcome from the Chair: Alex welcomed members to the meeting and thanked Julia for setting up the 

voting system. 

2.Minutes of the 2022 Annual General Meeting: the draft minutes of last year’s AGM were certified as correct 

and accepted by members nem con 

3. Annual Accounts (2022) and Budget (2023): Jamie Forbes introduced the main points of the budget 2022, 

which had already been audited. Both income and expenditure had been much as expected, though mowing 

costs were reduced by a half, due to the very dry weather. Tree spending on the Island (for which CMAA is 

responsible) had been significant but meant that the island trees could now be managed by CMAA working 

parties, with some slight additional paid work. The Trading shop income had been about £440 inclusive, and a 

contribution of £2,500 to the sinking fund contribution was in line with our target.  

The Accounts were agreed nem con 

The budget for 2023 assumed the same income. Working Party contributions in lieu last year had been lower 

than expected (meaning more members hours for working parties) and this was assumed to continue at a 

similar level in 2023. Budget was included for a Lunch on the Green this year, after COVID cancellations for the 

last two years. The path-work repairs money had been spent already. Money was included for a replacement 

strimmer. £2000 had been budgeted for improving water management and collection.  

The budget for 2023 was agreed nem con 

4.The 2022 Annual Report was introduced by Alex. In response to a question from Godfrey Cole on water 

management, Alex clarified that the committee, advised by Ilias Kounatidis, was researching potential options 

and had looked at schemes on other allotment sites including Trap Grounds. The priority would be optimising 

rain collection and prioritising those parts of the site where accessibility to water was currently the worst. Kiki 

Isidoros’ suggested an approach to Oxford City Council to see whether they had more redundant wheelie bins 

to give away, the Chair will pursue this. 

Wendy Skinner Smith asked about the management of trees on Fiddler’s Bow. Alex confirmed these were the 

responsibility of OCC, the agreed programme for cutting was each half to be on a 10 year rotation, with one 

half 5 years after the other. Thus further work was due in 2026 & 2031. Alex would check whether the 

schedule was being adhered to. 

A correction to the Annual Report was noted from Sarah Edwards. 

The amended Annual Report was agreed nem con 

5.Elections for the Chair and Committee for 2023: Alex stepped aside and Councillor Pressell asked for 

nominations for Chair. Alex Hollingsworth was proposed by Phyllis Starkey and seconded by Alison Campbell. 

There being no other candidates Alex was elected nem con 

Nominations for the officers and committee members were Jamie Forbes (treasurer), Phyllis Starkey 

(Secretary) John Davis, Keith Holton, Jeremy Hyde, Ilias Kounatidis & Julia Popescu.  

These were agreed en bloc by members nem con 

Ellie Mottram had volunteered to manage the website and would be co-opted at the next committee meeting. 

6.Thanks to out-going committee member Jen Hollowell has stepped down from the committee. The Chair 

thanked her for her service to CMAA. She had made a very helpful and strong contribution to the work of the 
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committee, particularly in relation to the Audit process where she had exercised a firm but supportive and fair 

approach to what can be a difficult issue. Her contribution to social media including Facebook on behalf of 

CMAA had improved CMAA communication with members.  

7.AOB the Chair announced the intention that next year’s AGM should be an in-person event, although the 

committee would have to consider this nearer the time and in the light of conditions at the time.  

He thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 17.20h 

 


