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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter November 2022 

 

 
The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 13th of 
November. Meet at 10am at the green 
Association Shed on the NW corner of the site. 
We will move some wood material. As ever, 
sturdy footwear and gloves are likely to be 
needed and we encourage you to bring them 
along.  
 
The October WP was very busy clearing and 
covering several plots, lighting the bonfire, and 
doing orchard work. 
 
 
Dogs on site 
 

 
Members are kindly 
reminded that dogs are 
only permitted on site if 
they are on a lead or 
confined within the 
member’s plot.  

This is for the safety and 
comfort of other members 
and to protect plots from 
damage or animal waste. 

 
 

Fruit trees pruning  

Please make sure your trees are kept in size. 
Keep in mind our association rules for the final 
height of the trees on the plots which shouldn't 
exceed 10ft (3m), or even less in case your fruit 
tree is close to a boundary (in this case the shade 
must fall within your plot boundary and the height 
of the tree should be adjusted accordingly). 

 

Winter plot maintenance  

The warm wet autumn means that weeds are 
having a field day! Now is a good time to clear 
your plot and get uncultivated beds covered for 
the winter. Covering suppresses weeds. You can 
use weed control fabric or silage sheets (available 
by the metre from our Trading shop 
(https://cripleymeadow.home.blog/trading-shop/). 
Or, if you want to avoid plastic, you could use 
cardboard (make sure it is well weighted down, so 
it doesn’t blow away. There’s still time to plant 

some types of green manure such as field beans: 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/soil-composts-
mulches/green-manures 
 
If you’re clearing brambles, try to dig out as much 
of the root as possible to stop them growing back. 
You will need to dispose of the roots and 
branches carefully to stop them growing back in a 
different location - options include: 
 

• Taking them home and putting them in 
your council green waste bin or taking 
them to one of the council Household 
Waste Recycling Centres. 

• If you have access to a shredder, you can 
shred them and use as mulch. 

 
Bonfires are not currently permitted on plots 
(https://cripleymeadow.home.blog/bonfires/ ) but if 
you need to dispose of dry woody waste you can 
bring it to the Communal Bonfire Area on the NW 
corner of the site (next to the green Association 
shed) where it can be dealt with by the monthly 
Working Party. It’s too wet for a bonfire this month 
so please do not add anything for now, but once 
it’s drier you can bring dry woody waste to be 
burnt. Please do not put it on the bonfire itself - 
place it on the bottom tarp that you will find in the 
bonfire area and cover with the top one, so it’s 
kept dry. 
 
You may find it helpful to look at the ‘Guide to 
Cripley Meadow weeds and how to control them’ 
which can be found on our 
website: https://cripleymeadowtestsitehome.files.
wordpress.com/2020/01/cripley-weeds.pdf 
 

 

Co-workers 

The regulations allow members to appoint a co-

worker to help them with their plot, usually to 

cover periods when the plot-holder is absent or 

unwell, but the process for doing this has not 

been clear. The committee has now agreed that 

in future members should apply through the 

secretary if they wish to appoint a co-worker, and 

the co-worker MUST first undertake a site tour 

before being accepted. The co-worker is not 

required to participate in Working Parties. They 

could apply for a key if intending to be on-site 

unsupervised.  

The plot-holder remains responsible for the 
actions of the co-worker. 

https://cripleymeadow.home.blog/trading-shop/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/soil-composts-mulches/green-manures
https://www.rhs.org.uk/soil-composts-mulches/green-manures
https://cripleymeadow.home.blog/bonfires/
https://cripleymeadowtestsitehome.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/cripley-weeds.pdf
https://cripleymeadowtestsitehome.files.wordpress.com/2020/01/cripley-weeds.pdf
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On-site skip   

Recently the cost for permanently renting a skip 
has gone up exponentially and we cannot pay for 
a continuous skip. Going forward there will be a 
skip on site periodically (in Summer) – we will 
announce in advance. Please try and take your 
rubbish home or take it to Redbridge Recycling 
Centre. Please recycle as much as possible.  

 

Temporary plot cultivation – member request 

Shuna - a member, has requested help with her 
plot for the next 6-12 months. This has one of the 
raised beds at 64/65. If you can help, please get 
in touch with Shuna directly 
(sjshuna@icloud.com) to discuss further details.   

 

Trading Shop  

Dominica Luscombe is now running our trading 
shop. If you need something from the shop, 
please email Dominica 
at: luscombe868@hotmail.com   
 

 

Manure 

Bagged manure 

You can buy rotted manure by the bag from our 
trading shop. If you require a large quantity or 
need the bags delivered to your plot, please 
consider buying from CMAA's preferred supplier, 
Tom Wilson (Wilgrow, Tel: 0800 0430124). He 
has a smaller vehicle (which you need to request) 
that does not require the barrier to be opened, so 
you will only need to open the main gate for him. 

If you are ordering manure or compost from 
another supplier, be aware that deliveries to the 
site are constrained by the height barrier on the 
carpark (2.1 metres), the weight limit on the 
bridge over the stream (7.5 tonnes) and the need 
to avoid damage caused by unsuitably large 
vehicles manoeuvring on our narrow tracks. 
Please try to arrange your delivery in a vehicle 
which will go through the normal car park 
entrance (e.g., a small transit van) or if this is not 
possible aim for a light goods vehicle or smaller 2-
axle lorry, preferably of no more than 3.5 tonnes 

(lorries larger than this may be unable to safely 
manoeuvre round the site). 

Only the three committee members who are key 
holders can open and close the barrier so if you 
need a delivery vehicle with a height in excess of 
2.1 metres you must contact 
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk at least 7 days 
in advance of your proposed delivery date so 
that she can check if a key holder is available. 

Before arranging any delivery, please read the 
full CMAA guidance on deliveries. 

Loose manure 

Members have also arranged to have manure 
delivered by the load from local farmer, David 
Haynes (07961 925952). Mr Haynes uses a large 
tractor for deliveries so you will need to arrange 
for the car park barrier to be opened (see above). 

Note also, for some plots, their position relative to 
the track means that the manure must be 
dropped onto the track rather than directly onto 
the plot itself. In this case, you must cover the 
track first (e.g., with tarp or black plastic sheeting) 
so that no manure is left on the track after you 
have finished moving it. When this has not been 
done, we have found that weed seeds get a hold 
very quickly and start breaking the track surface 
down.  

   

Good gardening, 

Julia 

on behalf of the CMAA Committee 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  
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