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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter October 2022 

 

 
The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 16th of 
October. Meet at 10am at the green 
Association Shed on the NW corner of the site. 
We will strim and cover plot 52A, light the bonfire 
and do some Island work (willows need pollarding 
and nettles and undergrowth need cut back to 
allow a new hedge line). As ever, sturdy footwear 
and gloves are likely to be needed and we 
encourage you to bring them along.  
 
The September WP was very busy clearing and 
covering several plots, cutting back the willow and 
creeper overhanging the fence near the 

Noticeboard. A mini digger was also present on 
site. 
 

 
 
On Sunday, 18th of September, we had the 
communal orchard harvest!  

 

 

 
Trading Shop  

Dominica Luscombe has taken over running of 
the shop from Sarah Edwards. If you need 
something from the shop, please email Dominica 
at: luscombe868@hotmail.com   
 

Autumn Audit 

This year’s Autumn audit is scheduled for 16th of 
October.  

 

We have rats!!!!  

We have rats present on site. As expected, we 
ask you kindly not to put animal products in your 
garden compost (including your kitchen waste 
that ends up in your compost hip at the 
allotment).  

Sunflowers should be deadheaded, removed 
from the site, or left in water to soften the seeds 
before adding to the compost heap.  

Ripening squash should be left to harden on a 
table (not the ground) to protect them from rats 

Any fruit that has some sort of oil is potential food 
for the rats (e.g., squash seeds, sunflower seeds, 
grapes etc.) so please try and limit their access to 
these if you want to control their numbers.  

 

Manure 

Bagged manure 

You can buy rotted manure by the bag from our 
trading shop. If you require a large quantity or 
need the bags delivered to your plot, please 
consider buying from CMAA's preferred supplier, 
Tom Wilson (Wilgrow, Tel: 0800 0430124). He 
has a smaller vehicle (which you need to request) 
that does not require the barrier to be opened, so 
you will only need to open the main gate for him. 

If you are ordering manure or compost from 
another supplier, be aware that deliveries to the 
site are constrained by the height barrier on the 
carpark (2.1 metres), the weight limit on the 
bridge over the stream (7.5 tonnes) and the need 
to avoid damage caused by unsuitably large 
vehicles manoeuvring on our narrow tracks. 
Please try to arrange your delivery in a vehicle 
which will go through the normal car park 
entrance (e.g., a small transit van) or if this is not 
possible aim for a light goods vehicle or smaller 2-
axle lorry, preferably of no more than 3.5 tonnes 
(lorries larger than this may be unable to safely 
manoeuvre round the site). 

Only the three committee members who are key 
holders can open and close the barrier so if you 
need a delivery vehicle with a height in excess of 
2.1 metres you must contact 
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secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk at least 7 days 
in advance of your proposed delivery date so 
that she can check if a key holder is available. 

Before arranging any delivery, please read the 
full CMAA guidance on deliveries. 

Loose manure 

Members have also arranged to have manure 
delivered by the load from local farmer, David 
Haynes (07961 925952). Mr Haynes uses a large 
tractor for deliveries so you will need to arrange 
for the car park barrier to be opened (see above). 

Note also, for some plots, their position relative to 
the track means that the manure must be 
dropped onto the track rather than directly onto 
the plot itself. In this case, you must cover the 
track first (e.g., with tarp or black plastic sheeting) 
so that no manure is left on the track after you 
have finished moving it. When this has not been 
done, we have found that weed seeds get a hold 
very quickly and start breaking the track surface 
down.  

   

Good gardening, 

Julia 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  
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