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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter June 2022 

 

The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 19th of 
June, meet 10am at the green Association 
Shed on the NW corner of the site. Strimming and 
covering plots 137, 70a and 71b, and 105. As 
ever, sturdy footwear and gloves are likely to be 
needed and we encourage you to bring them 
along. 
 
The May WP was very busy clearing and covering 
plots and running the bonfire. 
 
Dogs on site 

Members are reminded that dogs are only 
permitted on site if they are on a lead or confined 
within the member’s plot. This is for the safety 
and comfort of other members and to protect 
plots from damage or animal waste. 

 

Help needed to run the Trading Shop 

We are looking for someone who could take over 
from Sarah, who has been organising it for 
several years. 

The main tasks for the shop organiser are: 
ordering new materials, taking orders from 
members and agreeing how to pay, meeting them 
at the shop sheds, keeping a record of sales, 
liaising with the Treasurer and the Committee to 
provide updates, etc. Some members pay online, 
directly into our bank account, while others pay 
cash. Periodically we need to review prices. 

You can see from the price list the things we 
currently provide e.g., bags of composted 
manure, plastic ground cover, insect mesh, hazel 
sticks, string, etc. In addition, we sell second-
hand equipment and tools - bits and pieces that 
usually arrive when a plot is cleared after a 
member leaves. These are especially needed by 
new members. 

Sarah says she is very happy to help someone 
with the shop e.g., she could take on some of the 
tasks if necessary. 

Please get in touch with Sarah if you'd like to find 
out more (without making a commitment!) or if 
you might be able to lend a hand: 
sarahjehome@aol.com 
 

 

Arrangements for Deliveries  
Need 7 days notice 
 
As explained on the website, deliveries to the site 
are constrained by the height barrier on the 
carpark, and the weight limit on the bridge over 
the stream. Only the three committee members 
who are key holders can open and close the 
barrier so if you need a delivery vehicle of more 
than 2.1m you must contact  
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk and give a 
minimum of 7 days’ notice to make the 
arrangements.  

To make things easier if you are ordering 
compost or manure, consider buying directly from 
the Trading Shop which holds stocks of each. 
Alternatively, if you need a delivery of 20-30 
sacks CMAA’s preferred provider is Tom Wilson 
(Wilgrow, Tel: 0800 0430124), he has a smaller 
vehicle which does not require the barrier to be 
opened, so you would only need to open the main 
gate for him. 
 
A second reason for trying to reduce the numbers 
of deliveries on large vehicles, is to reduce the 
wear and tear on the tracks within our site – this 
will also save your money since maintenance is a 
significant cost that is met from your 
subscriptions. 
 
Bees and beehives 

Bees and other pollinating insects play a crucial 
role in ensuring productive vegetable and flower 
cultivation and following the 2022 AGM decision 
to raise the numbers of beekeepers permitted on 
site to three, with up to 8 hives, interested 
members have been exploring options for siting 
the additional hives. 
 
Although honeybees are generally placid, there is 
always a small risk of people being stung and the 
National Allotment Society advises that for safety, 
hives should be situated at the margins of 
allotment sites wherever possible. A suitable site 
has been identified on part of the uncultivated 
land, behind the fence, at the southern end of the 
site. A group of volunteers led by David Edwards 
(plot SF13) will be starting work as soon as the 
nettles die back a bit, to clear the site and install 
the new hives.  
 

Site map – digital re-draw needed 

We are looking for someone to help digitally draw 
the site map in a format that allows different 
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layers to be used (e.g., parking spaces, water 
wells, etc). Please let us know if you can help. 
This work will be paid, please get in touch to 
discuss details.  
 
Below is an example of a recent site map, just to 
give you an idea of what is needed. 

 

 

Fruit tree pruning guide  

Summer pruning for stone fruit trees (timing 3rd 
week of July to 3rd week of August) 

All cherries, peaches, plums, greengages, 
damsons, and apricots must be pruned only in 
midsummer to avoid infection by a devastating 
fungal disease known as silver leaf. Plum trees 
do not require as precise pruning as apples and 
pears, but they still benefit from initial training and 
the thinning of old wood to ensure they produce 
as much fruit as possible.  

Summer pruning for pome fruit trees (timing July 
to September) 

Pear, apples, and quinces in dwarf/semi-dwarf 
rootstock need summer pruning. This is the main 
method of pruning for restricted forms such as 
cordons, espaliers, fans, and pyramids in any 
grafted rootstock. Summer pruning allows sunlight 
to ripen the fruit and ensures good cropping the 
following year. The basic rules for summer 
pruning pear and apple trees are the following: 

• Remove upright, vigorous growth 
completely 

• Cut back new shoots (laterals) more than 
20cm (8in) long growing from the main 
stem to three leaves above the basal 
cluster of leaves. 

• Cut back new shoots growing from 
existing side shoots (sub-laterals) to one 
leaf above the basal cluster 

Reminders 

Avoid pruning in dump weather and don't forget to 
disinfect your secateurs (I am sure we all have 
access to hand sanitizer nowadays ☺ ). 

When you do your summer pruning keep in mind 
our association rules for the final height of the 
trees on the plots which shouldn't exceed 10ft 
(3m), or even less in case your fruit tree is close 
to a boundary (in this case the shade must fall 
within your plot boundary and the height of the 
tree should be adjusted accordingly). If vigorous / 
semi-vigorous trees are present on your plots 
(planted before the introduction of association 
rules) it is absolutely safe to summer-prune them. 
Trimming the new growth now will help you with 
the height maintenance.   
 

Bike left by the gate  

This bike was left several months ago locked in 
the proximity of the main access gate. Is this your 
bike? If yes, can you please remove it? If it is not 
removed in the next couple of weeks, we will 
need to take action and remove it as it is 
impeding the mowers. Thank you. 
 

 

 

Good gardening, 

Julia 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  
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