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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter May 2022 

 

The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 15th of 
May, meet 10am at the green Association 
Shed on the NW corner of the site. As ever, 
sturdy footwear and gloves are likely to be 
needed and we encourage you to bring them 
along. 
 
The April WP was very busy digging two holes for 
main noticeboard, clearing the fire, and repairing 
the orchard noticeboard. 
 
 
Trading Shop unattended for two weeks 
 
This invaluable facility, run by Sarah Edwards, in 
the concrete shed behind plot 115, will be shut for 
business 10th – 25th May as Sarah is on holiday. 
Items for sale are listed on the website at  
https://cripleymeadow.home.blog/trading-shop/ . 
They include compost and manure, Environmesh, 
black plastic sheeting and second-hand garden 
tools. 
 
Volunteers prepared to help Sarah would be very 
helpful as it could ensure the shop does not need 
to be closed for holidays. Please contact  
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk if you are 
interested in volunteering. 
 

Help needed to run the Trading Shop 

We are looking for someone who could take over 
from Sarah, who has been organising it for 
several years. 

The main tasks for the shop organiser are: 
ordering new materials, taking orders from 
members and agreeing how to pay, meeting them 
at the shop sheds, keeping a record of sales, 
liaising with the Treasurer and the Committee to 
provide updates, etc. Some members pay online, 
directly into our bank account, while others pay 
cash. Periodically we need to review prices. 

You can see from the price list the things we 
currently provide e.g., bags of composted 
manure, plastic ground cover, insect mesh, hazel 
sticks, string, etc. In addition, we sell second-
hand equipment and tools - bits and pieces that 
usually arrive when a plot is cleared after a 
member leaves. These are especially needed by 
new members. 

Sarah says she is very happy to help someone 
with the shop e.g., she could take on some of the 
tasks if necessary. 

Please get in touch with Sarah if you'd like to find 
out more (without making a commitment!) or if 
you might be able to lend a hand: 
sarahjehome@aol.com 
 

Arrangements for Deliveries  
need 7 days notice 
 
As explained on the website, deliveries to the site 
are constrained by the height barrier on the 
carpark, and the weight limit on the bridge over 
the stream. Only the three committee members 
who are key holders can open and close the 
barrier so if you need a delivery vehicle of more 
than 2.1m you must contact  
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk and give a 
minimum of 7 days notice to make the 
arrangements.  
 
To make things easier if you are ordering 
compost or manure, consider buying directly from 
the Trading Shop which holds stocks of each. 
Alternatively, if you need a delivery of 20-30 
sacks CMAA’s preferred provider is Tom Wilson, 
he has a smaller vehicle which does not require 
the barrier to be opened, so you would only need 
to open the main gate for him. 

A second reason for trying to reduce the numbers 
of deliveries is to reduce the wear and tear on the 
tracks within our site – this will also save your 
money since maintenance is a significant cost 
that is met from your subscriptions. 
 

Good gardening, 

Julia 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  


