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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter April 2022 

 

The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 10th of 
April, meet 10am at the green Association 
Shed on the NW corner of the site. We will re-
place the felt on the shop shed roof, fix the dam-
aged roof on a structure behind the association 
shed, dig two holes for the main notice board, and 
burn the bonfire (weather permitting). As ever, 
sturdy footwear and gloves are likely to be 
needed and we encourage you to bring them 
along. 
 
The March WP was very busy moving soil and fill-
ing a raised bed, covering some plots with black 
plastic, and burning the bonfire.  
 

 
 
Committee roles  

We are still looking for someone to take over from 
Sarah in running our onsite shop, more 
information about that below. 

We need someone to lead on the Audit. This 
would suit a good organiser and communicator. It 
involves going round the whole site twice a year 
with a small group of fellow Committee members, 
checking each plot for anything that needs 
sorting, then following up with members 
afterwards. It is quite a big job! Please get in 
touch by email or speak to any committee 
member. 

We are also looking for a Castle Mill 
Representative, so please get in touch if you live 
there and might be able to help. 

 

Help needed to run the 'shop' 

As we mentioned above, we are looking for 
someone who could take over from Sarah, who 
has been organising it for several years. 

The main tasks for the shop organiser are: 
ordering new materials, taking orders from 
members and agreeing how to pay, meeting them 
at the shop sheds, keeping a record of sales, 
liaising with the Treasurer and the Committee to 
provide updates, etc. Some members pay online, 
directly into our bank account, while others pay 
cash. Periodically we need to review prices. 

You can see from the price list the things we 
currently provide e.g., bags of composted 
manure, plastic ground cover, insect mesh, hazel 
sticks, string, etc. In addition, we sell second-
hand equipment and tools - bits and pieces that 
usually arrive when a plot is cleared after a 
member leaves. These are especially needed by 
new members. 

Sarah says she is very happy to help someone 
with the shop e.g., she could take on some of the 
tasks if necessary. 

Please get in touch with Sarah if you'd like to find 
out more (without making a commitment!) or if 
you might be able to lend a hand: 
sarahjehome@aol.com 

 

Welcome to all our recently joined members! 

 

Vacant plots available! 

We have now managed to offer all those on the 
waiting list a plot and have a couple of plots 
available. Spread the word if you know any 
gardening enthusiast willing to join! 

 

Weather depending driving on site  

We would like to kindly remind you NOT to bring 
your car on site if flood is visible. If the site is 
flooded, please avoid using your personal vehicle 
or arrange for any deliveries or other heavy goods 
vehicles. 
 

Second hand pots available  
 
If you need pots for potting, please help yourself 
from the collection next to the shop sheds. You'll 
see them in a container in the area between the 
shop sheds and the flats. Plus, there is a sack of 
them next to the water butt behind the shop. We 
have far more pots than we can store right now, 
so please don't bring any more for the next few 
weeks!  
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Barrier opening Reminder: Can we please re-
mind you to give adequate notice (at least a 
week) to arrange for the barrier to be opened for 
a delivery. Send your request to the secretary at 
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk. A good time in 
general to arrange for a delivery that requires bar-
rier opening would be the morning of the monthly 
Working Party (normally every second Sunday of 
the month) because committee members are gen-
erally on site those days. But please check with 
the secretary before agreeing to a delivery day. 
 

Key of Plot Holder 

One of our members found a main access gate 
key. Please let the committee know if it is yours.  
 

Hazel planting and coppicing on site 

 
The idea of coppicing the 
communal hazels across 
the site was first introduced 
by our former CMAA Chair, 
Wendy Skinner Smith, in an 
effort to enhance biodiver-
sity and attract pollinators. 
The hazel canes also pro-
vide a more sustainable 
and environmentally 
friendly alternative to im-
ported bamboo canes. Fol-
lowing the high demand for 
hazel stakes, the committee 
decided to expand the ha-
zel cultivation across the 
site. The north side of the 
green area has been identi-

fied as an appropriate location and new hazel 
bareroots (approx. 2-year-old; 60cm height) have 
been ordered and planted a few days ago. So, 
watch this space! 
 

On the plot 

April is upon us, and we all know how busy the 
beginning of the growing season can be! All those 
seeds that we planted at the beginning of the year 
are starting to grow and are ready to be 
transplanted outside soon! 

Remember only plant out when temperatures are 
above freezing (both day and night), ensuring 

plants are hardy and have been acclimatised to 
outdoors weather conditions. 

 

Good gardening, 

Julia 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  


