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Cripley Meadow Allotment Association 
Newsletter March 2022 

 

The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 13th of 
March, meet 10am at the green Association 
Shed on the NW corner of the site. We will clear 
and cover a plot, shift some soil for the new 
raised bed, do the felt on the shop shed roof, and 
do some pruning on the Island orchard. As ever, 
sturdy footwear and gloves are likely to be 
needed and we encourage you to bring them 
along. 
 
The February WP was a very good one! – some 
of the jobs included covering plot 137, burning the 
bonfire  
 

 
and putting some chicken wire on the bridge to 
the Cripley Island, as it was slippery. 
 

 
 
One of our members also found a toad. Here it is, 
sitting in her glove. 

 
 

Having toads in the garden is very beneficial as 
they naturally feed on slugs, snails, and insects. 

Committee roles and contact information 

We are still looking for someone to take over from 
Sarah in running our onsite shop, more 
information about that below. 

We need someone to lead on the Audit. This 
would suit a good organiser and communicator. It 
involves going round the whole site twice a year 
with a small group of fellow Committee members, 
checking each plot for anything that needs 
sorting, then following up with members 
afterwards. It is quite a big job! Please get in 
touch by email or speak to any committee 
member. 

We are also looking for a Castle Mill 
Representative, so please get in touch if you live 
there and might be able to help. 

As mentioned in the February newsletter, we 
have started re-shuffling committee roles and 
contact information. 

Anything to do with committee meetings, 
membership records, gate keys to Phyllis - 
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk 

Anything to do with waiting list, joining, site tours, 
plot availability including handing your plot back 
to the Association - John - 
membership@cripleymeadow.org.uk 

For anything to do with the website, it's Jen - 
website@cripleymeadow.org.uk 

As before, Alex can be contacted via 
chair@cripleymeadow.org.uk and Jamie via 
treasurer@cripleymeadow.org.uk 

I am now writing the Newsletter, which shall be 
emailed from julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com The 
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same email address will be used to email all 
members site updates, AGM invites etc.   

Email addresses for committee members can be 
found on the Committee page of the website. This 
page will be updated after the AGM to reflect the 
new Committee line-up. There are still a few 
things to sort out, so please bear with us while we 
shift responsibilities and update the contact 
information. Thank you. 

Help needed to run the 'shop' 

As we mentioned above, we are looking for 
someone who could take over from Sarah, who 
has been organising it for several years. 

The main tasks for the shop organiser are: 
ordering new materials, taking orders from 
members and agreeing how to pay, meeting them 
at the shop sheds, keeping a record of sales, 
liaising with the Treasurer and the Committee to 
provide updates, etc. Some members pay online, 
directly into our bank account, while others pay 
cash. Periodically we need to review prices. 

You can see from the price list the things we 
currently provide e.g., bags of composted 
manure, plastic ground cover, insect mesh, hazel 
sticks, string, etc. In addition, we sell second-
hand equipment and tools - bits and pieces that 
usually arrive when a plot is cleared after a 
member leaves. These are especially needed by 
new members. 

Sarah says she is very happy to help someone 
with the shop e.g., she could take on some of the 
tasks if necessary. 

Please get in touch with Sarah if you'd like to find 
out more (without making a commitment!) or if 
you might be able to lend a hand: 
sarahjehome@aol.com 

 

Green Spaces in Oxford – Have Your Say 

Members may be interested in this survey from 
Oxford City Council about green spaces: 

 https://consultation.oxford.gov.uk/community-
services/parks-survey/   

Open until the end of March. 

 

2022 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

The 2022 AGM will be held on Zoom (same as 
last year). The date to save in your diary is 20th of 
March. We will start at 4:30pm GMT. I have 

sent the AMG papers email a few weeks back. 
Please check your junk or spam folders if you 
haven’t received it. Please be reminded that you 
need to RSVP to receive the meeting Zoom link.  

 

Invoices 

Invoices were sent via email a few weeks back. 
The deadline for making the payment is 20th of 
March. Please make sure you check your spam 
or junk email folders if you haven’t received the 
invoicing email. 

 

Welcome to all our recently-joined members 
and thanks for your patience while waiting for a 
plot. 

 

Vacant plots available! 

We have now managed to offer all those on the 
waiting list a plot and have a couple of plots 
available. Spread the word if you know any 
gardening enthusiast willing to join! 

 

OxClean Spring 2022 

On Sunday 27th March CMAA will be participating 
in the annual OxClean event; improving our 
environment by a City-wide voluntary litter pick. 
CMAA will cover the Walton Well car park and 
surrounds. 
Volunteers required. Meet at 10:00am at the 
main gate. Litter picking equipment provided. 
Just to remind you, this does NOT count towards 
your annual Working Party Commitment. 

 
Early Spring weather 

We would like to kindly remind you NOT to bring 
your car on site if flood is visible. If the site is 
flooded, please avoid using your personal vehicle 
or arrange for any deliveries or other heavy goods 
vehicles. 
 

Peat Free potting compost available 

If you'd like some compost suitable for potting, we 
now have some at the shop: a 50L bag costs 
£9.50. Also, just a few small bags: 15L for £4.50. 
It’s the same as we supplied in the last couple of 
years - see below. 
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Sarah will be at the shop from 12 - 1pm, this Sun-
day 13th March, after the Working Party, for any-
one who would like to buy some compost or any-
thing else. If you can’t make that time, please 
email Sarah as usual to fix a time for collection 
sarahjehome@aol.com 
 
Please bring cash - Sarah will have change. Also 
bring a barrow if you can in case the shop 
barrows are in use.  
 
 
Castle mill orchard - new fruit trees  

Last week Ilias, our orchard manager has planted 
some new trees in the castle mill orchard. These 
new entries will be replacing a few diseased 
trees. Here they are: 

 
 
 
 

A new semi-
dwarf/semi-
vigorous plum 
tree (grafted in 
“St Julien A” 
rootstock) that 
will follow an 
open centre 

training (ending up in an open goblet shape in 3-4 
years). The variety is called “Marjorie's 
Seedling” and it is a reliable and disease-
resistant late-season plum variety, producing 
heavy crops of juicy, dark blue fruits from late 
September to October. The plums are perfect for 
making jam and eating straight off the tree. 

 

 

A new semi-
vigorous apple 
tree (grafted in 
“MM106” 
rootstock) that 
will follow a 
tiered espalier 
training for the 
following 4-5 
years. The 
variety is called 

“Apple Red Falstaff” and has showed efficient 
disease resistance and frost tolerance. Fruits are 
bright red with crisp juicy well flavoured flesh and 
the picking time is late September. 

 

 

A new semi-
vigorous pear 
tree (grafted in 
“Quince A” 
rootstock) that 
will follow a 
tiered espalier 
training for the 
following 4-5 
years. The 

variety is called “Williams Bon Chrétien” and is 
one of the oldest English dessert pears. It was 
discovered in the late 18th century and quickly 
became popular. In Europe, it is known as 
Williams or sometimes Williams Bon Chrétien, 
after the nurseryman who first propagated it, 
whereas in North America it is usually known as 
Bartlett. 

 

How did we pick these specific varieties? There 
are usually several factors that need to be 
considered, two of the most important ones are 
the reliability including the resistance to well-
known diseases and equally important is the 
pollination group of the variety. (We will talk about 
this in one in the following newsletters!). 

And how did we pick these specific rootstocks? 
Again, we considered some certain conditions like 
the availability of space, possible rule restrictions 
(e.g. in plot areas only dwarf rootstocks are 
permitted) and the need for a specific shape (e.g. 
a 3-tier espalier requires a semi-vigorous 
rootstock).  
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Reminder: Can we please remind you that you 
need to give the committee sufficient notice (at 
least 1 week) to arrange for the barrier operating. 
A good time would be every second Sunday 
(morning) of the month. 

 

On the plot 

March is a very busy time on the allotment. As the 
new growing season starts, you need to prepare 
the soil, sow the seeds, and plant out a variety of 
crops. Key jobs include weeding, sowing seeds 
and planting out. 

Remember only plant out when temperatures are 
above freezing (both day and night), ensuring 
plants are hardy and have been acclimatised to 
outdoors weather conditions.  

March is a good time of the year for planting bare-
root fruit trees and bushes. You can also plant 
bare-root strawberry runners, asparagus crowns 
and Jerusalem artichokes.  

Slugs can become a problem in warmer, wet 
weather. You can use some natural repellents 
such as beer traps, crushed eggshells, or coffee 
grounds to keep them at bay. Did you know some 
plants are natural slug repellents? These include 
geraniums, foxgloves, the allium family, garlic, 
fennel, rosemary, and chives. If you must use 
poison, try using iron phosphate pellets which are 
less toxic. Also remember to protect brassicas 
from hungry pigeons by covering them with fleece 
or mesh. 

 

Good gardening, 

Julia 

julia.cmaa.oxford@gmail.com  


