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The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 9th 
January, meet 10am at the green Association 
Shed on the NW corner of the site. We have a 
couple of vacant plots to cover, lay chicken wire 
on the bridge leading to the North side of the 
Cripley Island orchard, and light the bonfire. As 
ever, sturdy footwear and gloves are likely to be 
needed and we encourage you to bring them.

WPs are usually the second Sunday in the month.
All dates for this membership year (i.e. to March 
2022) are on the Diary Dates page of the website.

Reminder: January and February Working 
Parties are your last chance to fulfil your WP 
commitment, or you will be charged an extra £20
per member on the annual membership invoice.

The November WP managed to cut an impressive
amount of tree growth, and this is now ready to 
light a bonfire this coming working party. 

Ilias, our Orchard Manager led the work on 
Cripley Island. 

We also managed to clear plot 105.

Cripley Meadow Committee

We would like to remind you that four of the 
current twelve committee members are standing 
down at the AGM this March (Christine, Emma, 
Sarah and Manda).

Three new members have been co-opted to the 
Committee pending the election of the new 
committee at the AGM. Maria will be picking up 
the audit, John will be handling the waiting 
list/member tours/plot allocations and Jennifer will
take over the website maintenance. Existing 
committee member Julia has also agreed to write 
the newsletter and take on asset management 
(keeping track of what the Association owns, 
making sure it is maintained and the financial side
is managed), Ilias will do tree permissions and 
Phyllis will be take additional secretarial duties.

This is great news.

Sarah is looking for a member to help with 
running of the shop although she emphasises 
that she would be happy to work alongside 
and support for a transitional period.

If you could contribute your time and skills please 
do speak to Sarah or email our chair, Alex – 
chair@cripleymeadow.org.uk.

2022 Annual General Meeting (AGM)

We will stick with the Zoom format for 2022 (same
as last year). We had a high turnout last year and 
with the recent rise of the Omicron variant of the 
SARS-CoV-2 there is still a lot of uncertainty 
around holding large, in person, meeting. The 
date to save in your diary is Sunday 20th of 
March. We will start at 4:30pm. Julia will host 
the meeting, same as last year. The Zoom invites 
will be sent via email closer to the time. 

Waiting list update

We currently have three requests to join and a 
handful of plots available. Therefore, we expect to
fulfil these requests soon. It will be great to be on 
an even keel again, with applications and 
available plots more or less in balance.

Welcome to all our recently-joined members 
and thanks for your patience while waiting for a 
plot.
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Winter weather

We would like to remind you NOT to bring your 
car or van on site if the tracks are frozen. 

Equally, if flood is present on site, don’t drive 
onsite in your own vehicle or arrange for any 
deliveries etc. 

As we said in the November newsletter 

• The water table rises up under the site, 
low-lying plots will go under first, and 
many plots are affected

• Cripley Island is out of bounds when 
flooded (dangerous)

• No driving on site AT ALL when there is 
standing flood-water on ANY plot. Cripley 
Meadow sits on alluvial gravel which gets 
unstable when soaked. Our tracks are 
vulnerable to shifting. Do not risk damage 
to your vehicle or our tracks.

• Walk or cycle especially carefully on site 
where there is standing water.

• Most crops survive. Wash any you 
harvest, as usual.

• You can easily sink into soil, especially 
when freshly dug. Be careful on your plot 
when the ground is soaked.

No ‘on the plot’ this time. The recent balmy 
weather has been ideal for weeding. Do get 
ahead with weeding when the weather allows – 
it’s an investment that will help you stay ahead 
when the busy start of the growing season 
arrives.

Good gardening,

Julia

secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk
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