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The next Working Party (WP) is Sunday 14th 
November, meet 10am at the green 
Association Shed on the NW corner of the site 
We have an abandoned plot to clear and cover, 
and possibly some tree/bush management work 
on Cripley Island. As ever, sturdy footwear and 
gloves are likely to be needed.

WPs are usually the second Sunday in the month,
but there is a break in December when the 
Committee has a holiday. Reminder: All dates for 
this membership year (i.e. to March 2022) are on 
the Diary Dates page of the website.

The brick bin clear out was completed by the 
October WP. Well done to everyone who 
contributed to this mammoth task over the last 
three WPs! 

Remember – this bin is for bricks, stones etc half 
a brick in size or larger. The contents are meant 
for weighing down black plastic, netting etc. No 
glass, metal, mud, plastic, weeds, small bits of 
anything please! 

October WP also burnt the bonfire. It was rather 
smoky as we had willow trunks (from the recent 
tree work on Cripley Island) to dispose of. 
Apologies if this put a temporary pall over your 
Sunday morning’s gardening. 

Jeremy has also
replenished and
upgraded our
wheelbarrows
and completed
the work to add
more water
collection and
storage on plot
70. It looks
splendid. This
water is for use
by anyone on the
small plots in that vicinity and the ‘shed’ is actually
a shelter for anyone caught on site in a rainstorm 
– not to be used for storage!

Audit

The Autumn audit took place on Sunday 10th Oct. 
The Audit team checked all plots in a record 3 
hours – much helped by the fact that many plots 
are now numbered. 

We have emailed almost all those have things to 
address. There are a handful of cases that need 
the whole committee to discuss, and these emails
will come out later – mid-late November. 

Any emails will come from CMAA_Audit. If you 
have not heard from us and suspect you ought to 
have done, please check your Junk folder. 

(We no longer send emails where there were no 
problems found, so no email by the end of Nov is 
good news!).
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Cripley Meadow Committee 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, four of the 
current twelve committee members are standing 
down at the AGM next March (Christine, Emma, 
Sarah and myself). 

Two new members have already offered to stand 
and have been co-opted to the Committee 
pending the election of the whole new committee 
at the AGM. Maria will be picking up audit and 
John the waiting list/member tours/plot 
allocations. Existing committee member Julia has 
also agreed to write the newsletter and take on 
asset management (keeping track of what the 
Association owns, making sure it is maintained 
and the financial side is managed). 

This is great news. 

But we still need two more volunteers. We are 
particularly in need of someone to take over the  
website maintenance (for which we use 
Wordpress – quite easy to use and I am happy to 
help whoever takes over) and to help organise 
other projects (such as our move to become 
incorporated)… Sarah could also do with a 
member to take over the running of the shop 
although she emphasises that she would be 
happy to work alongside and support for a 
transitional period. 

If you could contribute your time and skills please 
do speak to one of us, or to our chair, Alex – 
chair@cripleymeadow.org.uk.

Speaking of the AGM, we will soon set the date. 
The Committee has decided we will stick with the 
Zoom format for 2022. We had a high turnout last 
year and there are still uncertainties and worries 
about Covid. I will publish the date on the website
as soon as the Committee has decided on it, and 
we will also publicise in the January newsletter. 

Looking to pay someone to help on your plot?

The Secretary of our neighbouring site, Trap 
Grounds, recently gave me a reference for 
someone that she and her members have been 
employing to help on their plots. If you are looking
to pay for help on your plot, let me know and I will
pass on Arthur’s details. (Just to be clear, this 
would be an entirely private arrangement 
between you and him). 

A spate of crop thefts 

We have had a couple of reports of a whole tree’s
worth of fruit disappearing overnight. 

We consulted with other sites via our local 
allotment federation (ODFAA), wondering if there 
had been similar local incidents. Elsewhere, 
footage was captured of a badger climbing a fruit 
tree and stripping it. Without evidence, we do not 
know the nature of our night-time intruder. We are
considering putting up wildlife-type cameras. If 
any member has experience of using this type of 
kit, we would be grateful to learn from them. 
Please get in touch. Equally, if anyone has seen 
anything suspicious, please let me, or anyone on 
the Committee, know. 

Waiting list update

A couple of newsletters ago, I mentioned that, 
now people are able to get on with their lives, 
plots were becoming free again. This is much 
more like the state pre-Covid when there was 
regular turnover as people moved jobs, home etc.

As a result, we are almost caught up on the 
waiting list. I have recently been doing tours for, 
and allocating plots to, people who applied late 
July. Soon, there will just be a handful waiting.

Welcome to all our recently-joined members 
and thanks for your patience while waiting for a 
plot.

Winter weather

Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks! rage! blow!
You cataracts and hurricanoes, spout...

OK, King Lear is meant to be dramatic. But now is a 
good time to make sure everything that could be 
caught by a strong wind is well weighed or strapped 

down. I found this shed over 
this morning. The plot has just 
been vacated so we will sort at 
the Working Party. 

Compost bin lids and hatches, 
netting, plastic sheeting, 
structures, climbing plants… the
site is quite open and strong 
winds will pick things up and 
scatter or break them.

Also – as there is the Committee holiday in December 
and this is the last newsletter until January – a 
reminder about flooding. We don’t flood every year, but
when we do… 
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• The water table rises up under the site, low-
lying plots will go under first, and many plots 
are affected

• Cripley Island is out of bounds when flooded 
(dangerous)

• No driving on site AT ALL when there is 
standing flood-water on ANY plot. Cripley 
Meadow sits on alluvial gravel which gets 
unstable when soaked. Our tracks are 
vulnerable to shifting. Do not risk damage to 
your vehicle or our tracks. 

• Walk or cycle especially carefully on site 
where there is standing water. 

• Most crops survive. Wash any you harvest, as 
usual. 

• You can easily sink into soil, especially when 
freshly dug. Be careful on your plot when the 
ground is soaked. 

The advice in this November 2019 email is still 
relevant. 

On the plot 

My poytunnel is now
in its winter phase. 
The tomatoes etc all
gone, the beds 
replenished with 
manure and filled 
with tiny salad kale 
and lettuce, 
coriander and 
parsley, chard. 
Soon I will set up 
fleecing over the 
hoops (made from 
water piping) to give
the plants an extra 

layer of protection over the coldest period. I am 
leaving the door open still but once it gets 
properly cold, the door will be shut, but there will 
still be air circulation from the gauze window at 
the opposite end. 

Garlic, saved from this year’s crop, went in about 
two weeks ago and is already growing fine white 
roots (in evidence when the birds pull the cloves 
up – I just poke a hole with my finger and drop 
them back in). 

The Aquadulce broad beans went in about a 
week ago, covered in fleece to protect them from 
the worst of the weather over the Winter. 

I have also covered
some beds in black plastic so that weeds don’t 
get a head-start in Spring. 

Spinach (above), chicory/endive, rocket, sorrell 
are still going strong for salads, and I am 
harvesting leeks, celeriac, Swiss chard, swede 
and kale. I see some excellent cavalo nero 
waving like penants on people’s plots. An 
excellent sight; mine is nothing like that big… I 
wonder what their secret is?

Good gardening,

Manda, CMAA Secretary and Vice-chair

secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk
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