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The June Working Party (WP) did great work 
litter-picking in the car park for OxClean, and 
filling the stream-side water tanks. We are now 
back in the swing of monthly WPs so you can 
reliably plan yours using the website’s Diary 
Dates page. 

The next WP is this Sunday (11th July) – meet 
by the green Association Shed at 10am. We 
did not manage to get the anti-climb paint on 
the gate done last time, so volunteers are 
needed – it is a filthy job so please wear old 
gloves, and clothes you never want to wear 
again! We also hope to tackle the brick bin – 
only half bricks or bigger should be in there but it 
has turned into a bit of a dumping ground for 
stones, broken glass, rusty metal etc. and is 
overflowing. Bring gloves for this job. There is 
also a plot that we hope to be able to strim.

Thank-you to the several members who put their 
hand up to join the team of pumping volunteers.

Volunteer pumping organiser, Barrie, says, “the 
first aim is getting the pumps and pipes in full 
working order and more conveniently located 

following the Working Party experience and this is
currently in progress.  At the moment only those 
volunteers that participated with filling the tanks at
the Working Party have had any training. This will
need to be enhanced in a more leisurely manner 
once the equipment servicing is completed and 
those volunteers who didn't attend the working 
party taken on board.

The proposal is to have three to four groups 
across the allotment based around the existing 
access points to the river, position of the tanks 
and those people familiar with the equipment who
have been filling the tanks on an ad hoc basis so 
far. 
At the moment I think we have enough volunteers
to train and form the initial groups. but we will 
probably need to review the situation later… The 
weather in Oxford is such that there appears to 
be no immediate urgency to fill tanks for the 
moment!”

SUMMER PARTY RESCHEDULED 

What bad luck that our original date (18th July)
was one day before the new date for all Covid

restrictions to be lifted!  

We have had to reschedule.

The new date, subject to the PM’s announcement
next Monday, is 

CMAA BIG SUMMER PARTY

SUNDAY 1st AUGUST 

Bring and share lunch (please label ingredients)

BBQ will be lit 

BYOB 

Family and friends welcome 

Meet on the Green noon onwards 

Bring table/chairs from your plot if you like

As well as celebrating the 
end of Covid restrictions, 
thanking Wendy in person 
for her 18 years as our 
Chair, and awarding Harry’s
Cup, newer members of our
community will have the 
opportunity to meet and 
mingle for the first time. 
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Abandoned plots? I know there are some plots 
on site that look abandoned but all do have a 
current plotholder. 

Some members who have applied for more 
space, or members’ friends who have been 
helping on site and are on the waiting list for their 
own plot, have asked about them. They wonder 
why these ‘abandoned’ plots are not available for 
immediate re-allocation. The Committee has a 
delicate balance to strike. On the one hand, we 
are very aware of the waiting list (6 existing 
members waiting for more space, 16 potential 
new members plus around one new person a 
week applying). On the other hand, we want to be
fair to existing members who have had health, 
family, work etc problems that have impacted on 
their ability to manage their plot. Especially after 
the last 18 months we’ve all had. 

Our twice-a-year audits are the main way we 
make sure plots are well-used and not causing 
problems for others. As I mentioned in the June 
newsletter, the Spring audit took place on 9th May.
The audit team has now emailed everyone who 
had matters to address (please check Junk 
folders) and we have received many responses 
with plans to do so. Some are still outstanding or 
subject to discussion; we will follow up. 

If there are ever health, family, job etc 
circumstances that mean you are temporarily 
unable to manage your plot, we may be able to 
help, so please get in touch, in confidence. 

Driving safely on site

Road safety specialists say that familiarity is one 
of the contributors to accidents. 

So-called “route familiarity” may lead to distraction
and unwarranted self-confidence. 

I noticed this in myself. Arriving on site in the car, 
having negotiated the gate, I tended to start 
thinking about what I was going to do when I got 
to my plot and my speed would creep above the 
5mph site speed limit. Human walking speed is 
typically around 3-4mph. So now I think about 
walking speed; remember when driving on site,
you should barely be able to overtake a 
pedestrian. 

Shop update - Many thanks to Iulia for managing
the allotment ‘shop' while Sarah was on holiday. 
Sarah is back now, so please email her if you 
need anything (sarahjehome@aol.com).  The 
shop is still operating on an appointment basis 
(weekday or weekend), instead of having regular 
opening hours.

Your Input to Bee Study – As I mentioned in the 
June newsletter, Brookes student Chloe is 
studying wild bees on our site. Please help Chloe 
by completing her survey about you and your 
allotment here https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
allotmentbumblebeequestionnaire 

It took me about 90 seconds to complete.

Weedwatch 1 – There are a lot weeds about to 
seed across the site. The most annoying ones for 
your neighbours are those with downy parachutes
that spread far and wide on the breeze. Please, 
please pull them up NOW before they ‘spread the
love’. Thistles are a prime candidate. 
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Weedwatch 2 – Another potential problem is 
Oxford Ragwort. Said to have escaped our 
Botanical Gardens in the late 18th Century, is has 
become a useful resource for native insects. 
However, it is also poisonous to cattle and 
horses so, given our proximity to livestock on 
Port Meadow, we encourage plot holders to 
pull it out before it seeds. 

Distinctive yellow
flowers and cut
leaves.

Read more in this
Countryfile article
if interested - 

https://www.countryfile.com/wildlife/trees-plants/ra
gwort-guide-what-is-ragwort-is-ragwort-
dangerous/

Noise complaint - Regular readers will know that
we try very hard to keep CMAA emails to one a 
month. Sorry I had to email you all on 25th June 
because one person was causing a noise 
nuisance. As Secretary, I received the complaint 
email. I could not go down on site myself to deal 
with it as I was about to go to work. I am grateful 
to the several members who responded, some 
(not on site) thinking the source must be Port 
Meadow. I am afraid not – the one member who 
emailed me having been on their plot at the time 
(on the the Port Meadow side of the site) heard 
the sound coming from the Castle Mill direction 
which corroborated the complainant’s description 
of where the noise was coming from. 

We do not have rules about max decibels for 
radios, mobile phone conversations, music 
systems, dogs barking, laughter... nor do we have
time slots when it is OK or not OK to be on site, 

have visitors etc. I expect, like me, you would not 
want such rules, in the belief that we should all be
able to share quiet enjoyment of our little patch 
without much bother either to our fellow members
or our Castle Mill neighbours. Indeed this is the 
first time in the almost five years I’ve been on the 
Committee we’ve had a noise complaint.  Let it be
the last.

BBQs

A couple of members have asked me if it is OK to
have a BBQ on their plot. Yes, you can, but only
using designated BBQ equipment (grill or dome 
type) and BBQ fuel (briquettes/charcoal or gas 
BBQ). Sorry no open fires/wood because of the 
smoke. 

The communal BBQ on the Green is also 
available for members to use – there is no 
booking system so, if more than one party want to
use it at same time, please co-operate. 

No fires are allowed on plots, but the communal 
bonfire area by the green Association shed 
continues to be available for your dry, woody 
waste.

Covid management on site

I expect, like me, you have been talking to family 
and friends about navigating the next phase of 
Covid. There are mixed views and feelings out 
there. The Committee considered our position yet
again last night and conclude that we now simply 
follow current local and national guidance and 
rules. But, as ever, please be alert and sensitive 
to those who are still anxious or at extra risk. Not 
everyone is double-jabbed, not everyone is able 
to be jabbed. 

On the Plot – Deadly Sins! 

Envy
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Today’s equivalent of 15th Century painter 
Hieronymus Bosch’s ‘Envy’ could well show me 
eyeing up some of the much-more-advanced-
than-mine crops on neighbouring plots – beetroot,
chard, strawberries (I dug out my strawberry bed 
last year, feeling they were not worth the trouble, 
but am regretting it now). 

I regularly walk
past these fine
courgettes.
Soon they will
be ten-a-penny,
but when they
first come they
are treasure.

Seriously
though, one of the joys of coming and going on 
the allotments is seeing others taking their 
produce home. I love to see a loaded bike basket 
or carrier bag, or just an armful of something 
being carried through the gate. 

Pride 

On my plot I am harvesting splendid potatoes, 
broad beans, lettuce, first mange-tout peas, 
cabbage, copious mint, dill. The climbing French 
beans and squash that I planted just before that 
deluge two weeks ago loved it. The whole site 
looked fresh and green afterwards, and my water 
tanks became full and solid-feeling again. 

In my polytunnel, the tomatoes and aubergines 
are zooming up, fruit is forming and basil 
seedlings putting on inches seemingly overnight. 
Only the recently-planted grafted melon plants 
look bewildered, I am waiting for them to settle 
and buck up. 

There never seems to be enough time… I’ve 
been racing to prepare a bed on plot 79 (the plot I

am clearing) for my sweetcorn plants. They were 
clearly running out of nutrients in their small pots 
so I had to move them into bigger ones. Finally I 
got the bed dug and put them in the ground 
yesterday. 

Wrath

Slugs are a fact of life in gardening and many 
types are actually our friends, munching through 
detritus, as well as being an important part of the 
natural ecosystem. Most plants will survive the 
attention of the few ‘hooligans’ but sweet peas 
and tender seedlings can be eradicated by a 
hungry mollusc (much to my fury). 

Some Cripley Meadow gardeners use no 
pesticides at all. I do use slug pellets on rare 
occasions to protect only the most vulnerable 
plants and scattered very thinly; I have not yet 
found satisfactory alternatives. The Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) is currently carrying 
out research to establish what does and does not 
work as there is still much debate. One thing is 
certain, removing piles of rotting wood off the 
ground helps as this is where slugs hide and 
breed. 

As the RHS says “As of March 2021 there is 
only one type of slug pellet approved for use 
in gardens, those based the active ingredient 
ferric phosphate. This type of slug pellet is 
approved for use by organic growers...

In September 2020 the government 
announced the withdrawal of metaldehyde 
slug control, with product sales ending in 
March 2021 and remaining stocks to be used 
up or disposed of by 31st March 2022. The 
withdrawal was planned following advice from 
the UK expert committee on pesticides and 
the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) who 
consider that metaldehyde poses an 
unacceptable risk to birds and mammals...”

Another wrath-provoker… The first year I had 
asparagus, I did not recognise asparagus beetle 
caterpillars quickly enough and they munched off 
most of the greenery. Now I know my enemy! The
red adult beetles are adept at hiding, flying off or 
dropping to the ground. 
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The black shiny heads of the caterpillars are quite

noticeable once you get your eye in. There are so
many they can’t be totally eradicated but regular 
squashing keeps their numbers under control and
protects the vigour of your plant for the next 
year’s crop.

Gluttony

Never-to-be-squashed are ladybird larvae - this 
one is a seven-spot ladybird – a glutton for 
aphids. Out of interest, you can ID your ladybird 
larvae here - https://www.coleoptera.org.uk/sites/
www.coleoptera.org.uk/files/ladybird_larvae.pdf

Finally, it is easy to forget sowing at this time of 
the year. This little Guardian item has it about 
right 
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/jul
/04/allan-jenkins-on-gardening-make-the-most-of-

july-it-is-the-month-of-bounty. I have just started 
chicory, endives and florence fennel. 

Good gardening, and (subject to final government
announcement on Monday) see you at the party 
on 1st August! 

Manda, CMAA Secretary and Vice-chair

secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk
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