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It was excellent to see so many of you at our 
Zoom AGM and thank-you to those who got in 
touch afterwards, including appreciative emails 
about the meeting and the Committee’s work. All 
the motions were passed. Although it was not as 
good as being able to be together in person, it 
was useful to have all the comments and 
questions on the ‘chat’. 

Wendy was delighted with her ‘leaving present’ 
from you all. She and Rodney have already 
started on the new pergola and fruit cage.

The draft AGM minutes are now published on the 
AGM page of the website. If you are minuted as 
present but did not attend, or vice versa, please 
send corrections to me 
(secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk). The minutes 
remain as draft until we meet in a year’s time, 
hopefully under more normal circumstances. 

Hello from our new Chair Alex has been a 
member on Cripley Meadow since 2006, when he
first ventured tentatively onto 81/82, a double plot 
consisting mostly of the remains of a huge burnt 
pile of clearance rubbish, some extensive 
bramble and fast-growing trees. Having removed 

an oven, a cast iron bath and numerous other 
exciting pieces of local domestic heritage, he now
has a productive if slightly untidy allotment (his 
words!). He's served on the Committee on and off
since 2007, and was elected Chair at the AGM 
last month.

Alex says, "As the first new chair of Cripley for 
nearly 20 years, I'm very aware of two things. 
First, that following in Wendy's footsteps is a 
privilege and an honour. It is no exaggeration to 
say that without her commitment, vision and drive
at a time when there was a real danger of the site
being abandoned none of us would be able to 
enjoy what we have now. It is a testament to her 
that the jobs she did on behalf of the Association 
are going to be picked up several different 
people, because none of us have the same 
superhuman levels of energy!"

"The second is that the last year of epidemic and 
lockdown have reinforced to me the value of our 
allotments. The opportunity to have a space in 
which to garden, to interact safely with others, to 
get exercise and find an oasis of peace have 
done wonders for so many people's physical and 
mental well-being. "

"It's with those two things in mind that I want us to
go forward. To continue the work of creating 
allotments of all shapes and size to suit 
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gardeners of different levels of expertise and 
experience, and to make full productive use of the
site that we are so lucky to share. And to make 
sure that we continue to be a place that 
celebrates our community as much as our 
horticultural skills."

Your new committee held its first meeting of this 
membership year on 14th April and  new “Diary 
Dates” will be found on the website as soon as 
agreed. 

One date to note now  - we shall be undertaking a
full audit of all plots on Sunday 9th May. On 
new plots, the audit team will be looking for 
progress, and for compliance with any one-off 
conditions specified in your plot offer. All 
members - our Constitution and Rules are 
definitive, but you may find this audit quick guide, 
produced last year, useful. 

While we are on the subject of rules, I would like 
to thank members who acted on my plea to rectify
missing plot numbers. I can see several new 
ones have popped up saving time and confusion 
for those of us who do work around the site. 

I have had a couple of members upset recently 
about people straying onto their plot paths, or 
even onto their plot! We appreciate some newer 
members have not had the benefit of a full site 
tour (yes, Covid), so… you are only allowed on 
your plot, and the paths next to it, and on the wide
site paths that connect the main tracks  / give 
access to water courses. If you are walking on a
narrow path next to a plot that is not yours, 
you are probably trespassing. You can check 
this out on the map on the website. Only the 
paths outlined in solid black are for general use. 
Any recently-joined members who missed out 
on the full site tour, let me know and I’ll happily 
take you round. 

May I also remind everyone that our parking 
spaces are only for members’ use while on 
site. Not for your visitors and not for you to park 
on while taking a local walk! 

Covid - England progressed to the next step of 
the national roadmap     so ‘the rule of 6’ (or two 
households) came into force on 29th March and 
applies on site. Splendid to see so many 
members, friends and family on plots enjoying the
days of sunshine we had recently. As ever, we 

must guard against complacency, so keep 
distancing – be mindful on the tracks if you are 
moving in a group - and using gloves/sanitiser at 
the gate.

At its recent meeting the Committee decided it 
was now appropriate to re-open communal 
areas, subject of course to prevailing national 
and local rules. So, at the time of writing, it 
means 6 or two households can now use the 
Green, Orchards etc. as long as they observe 
distancing and keep away from any other groups 
sharing the space. 

We are also re-starting Working Parties. Our first
Working Party of the year will be 10am-noon 
on Sunday 9th May – so that we can ensure 
Covid safety numbers will be limited and you 
need to pre-book by emailing 
secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk by the end 
of 2nd May. We will then confirm arrangements – 
please be understanding if we have too many 
people and cannot accommodate everyone this 
time around. There will be more! 

We also intend to participate in OxClean which 
will be a Saturday at the end of May or beginning 
of June. More soon.

As almost all members are now on the Internet, 
we have decided to stop printing the newsletter 
and putting a copy on the noticeboard, meaning I 
can stray beyond two sides of A4 and include 
more, larger photos… onwards!

Bonfire – the Committee has made inroads into 
the bonfire pile by shredding (thanks to Rodney 
for training). We are aware there is still a lot to 
deal with! Everyone has made a big effort to 
put only dry things there and keep them 
covered – thank-you, this is appreciated. 

Less 
appreciated is 
someone 
dumping a 
lawnmower in 
the skip. 
Would 
whoever put it 
there remove 
it to an 
appropriate 
Council 
facility. 
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You are responsible for managing your waste 
appropriately. If you are not sure what goes 
where, there is an excellent (if I say so myself) 
Good Waste Guide on the website. Ignorance is 
no excuse!

Shop! New In - Our onsite shop now has in stock 
50L bags of peat-free Sylvagrow general 
purpose compost which is £9.50  This is suitable
for potting. Please contact Sarah ASAP if 
interested, so we can make space in the shop 
shed for the next delivery of horse manure! 
sarahjehome@aol.com

Thanks to our Orchard Manager, Ilias plus Wendy
and Rodney for cutting poles from the site’s hazel
bushes. Hazel poles are now also available at 
the shop. Prices vary according to size, between 
40p and £1. Please contact Sarah Edwards as 
usual if interested - sarajehome@aol.com. The 
regular harvesting in this way is called coppicing 
and it provides not only a useful product and an 
alternative to imported bamboo sticks, but creates
a varied habitat for wildlife. 

Here is a photo Ilias took of the poles just  after 
cutting the hazel behind the skip. Amazingly there
were 48 available from this one hazel! We shall 
carry on coppicing them in rotation around the 
site over the coming years. 

Wendy has kindly supervised more site tree 
work. Two recent visits by tree surgeons have 
gone a long way to catching up on the backlog of 
routine maintenance. Here the contractors are 
shredding prunings from Cripley Island.

Those 
who 

responded to the call from member Laura Burt in 
our last newsletter for material to help with a 
Marston school’s ‘dry hedge’ project may like 
to know that their material is now in a new 
structure that serves as windbreak and habitat.

A quick update on the waiting list – we still have 
around a dozen potential new members waiting 
for a plot, and a handful of existing members 
wanting more space. Three plots have become 
available as members have not renewed; I have 
picked up waiting list/plot allocation from Wendy 
and am allocating now to new members. 

Growing … April must be one of the most exciting
months of the gardening year. Here are poblano 
chillies started in pots at home. Tomatoes are 
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also started indoors. Lettuce, kohl rabi, cabbage, 
coriander, dill and parsley seeds have just 
germinated in pots in my polytunnel, and broad 
beans and peas in modules outside. First early 
potatoes also went into one of my beds a couple 
of weeks ago  (covered in fleece – just as well as 
snow is falling while I am writing this). 

My early rhubarb is now in full spate and I am 
harvesting fresh green chives as well as 
remnants of last year’s chard. It is wonderful to 
see the site continuing to wake from its winter 
torpor and to witness blossom, new growth, 
repairs and new projects on so many plots. 

If you would like to exchange questions, tips, 
photos etc with other members, don’t forget the 
Friends of Cripley Meadow Allotments 
Facebook group. It is a members’ forum (not the 
place for questions, comments, complaints etc for
the Committee, which should be directed to me or
any Committee member). 

Here is a recent posting.

More advice for this month on the website (  Your   
plot→The gardening year  )   .

Good gardening, 

Manda, CMAA Secretary and Vice-chair

secretary@cripleymeadow.org.uk
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