
Cripley Meadow Allotment Association Environmental 
Sustainability Policy
Our constitution states that we aim to manage the allotment site responsibly; respecting the 
environment and the terms of the Lease with Oxford City Council. We are also are actively seeking
to manage our site in a sustainable manner. A well-run allotment produces very little waste. Most 
weeds and crop residues can be composted. Prunings and hedge trimmings can be chipped for use
as a mulch, or a stack can be created as a habitat for insect life.

We implement our policy in the following ways
• We use and promote local services and facilities and enable our members to use locally-

produced wood chip, manure, leaf mould.
• We contribute to local self-help initiatives like OXCLEAN
• We have made minimal use of weedkillers in reclaiming the site and actively seek organic
• alternatives.
• We work with a local recycling firm to manage our waste responsibly and to reduce landfill.
• We have cleared the main site and encourage members to think carefully about what they 

bring on site. Our Good Waste Guide provides information for members on waste 
management on site, and how to deal with an A-Z of waste materials, prioritising re-use 
and recycling. 

• We encourage all members to use compost bins and look after the soil.
• We are fostering links with other local associations to pool experience and facilities.
• We advise members on promoting biodiversity in line with good gardening procedures.
• We have and continue to remove trees on allotment plots which have grown through 

neglect, self seeding and limit the availability of usable allotment land. We allow dwarf fruit
trees by permission.

• We have developed Cripley Island as an orchard with native coppiced planting to promote 
biodiversity.

• Information is available on our web site – including our trading shop - to help members 
make the most of their plot and ensure they look after the site and other members.
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