
There is what 
appears to be a 

blue spruce, 

which is no 

more than a tall 

skinny pole 

with a few 

needles on top 
reaching for the 

sky! The 3 pre-

existing apple 

trees are dead 

with signs of 

ring barking 

and coral spot.  
There is a 

walnut tree growing in the shade of a large 

pussy willow and a conifer. It is leaning towards 
the light, but could become a productive tree if 

the pussy willow is coppiced.  The willow tree 
has since become uprooted and will need to be 

removed.  

Other trees such as conifers have been planted 

that have died or cast too much shade or are in 

the wrong place. 

 

An oak tree has been planted very close to the 3 

apple trees planted perhaps 40 years earlier. 

This tree can potentially reach a height of 120 
feet with a spread of 70 to 100 feet. 12 feet 

from the oak is a cherry that given enough 
space could eventually reach fifty feet. To make 

matters worse a conifer has been planted 

between them and is understandably struggling 

to survive.  We will need to consult with the 
council arboriculturist regarding management of 

these trees. We will aim to keep as much native 

planting as possible within the orchard context. 

Although much of the tree and shrub planting is 

puzzling some plants such as hornbeam are 
natives and are manageable as they can be 

grown as tall trees, pollarded or coppiced 
according to their situation. Hazel can be 

coppiced making it easily managed by members 
and it will produce pea and bean sticks for 

members use. Hawthorn, blackthorn, pussy 

willow and other natives can be allowed to grow 
tall or can be coppiced or have their canopy 

raised depending on their position. This 

management will increase the biodiversity. 

Much of the island is more open than it appears 

when viewed from the allotments. Once we have 
a bridge and have marked out paths and cleared 

the debris it will be possible to identify areas for 

planting fruit trees. We aim to keep as many of 

the present fruit and nut trees. 

We have received a list of ‘plants of interest’ and 

we will identify these and try to protect the 

habitat of any rare or unusual plants.  

 

 

For photos and further information visit 

www.cripleymeadow.org.uk 
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On 2 March 2008, after many discussions 
with Oxford City Council through 2007, we 

had access to Cripley Island for a brief visit.  
John Sivell, one of our most experienced 
gardeners, presented a report on this to the 
March AGM.  His observations resulted in 
the committee making amendments to our 
orchard proposal.  The AGM voted to extend 
our association lease to the island.   

We were offered tenancy of Cripley Island 

on 26 March and received Heads of Terms 

in July. The terms were to take the island 

into our allotment lease to develop as an 

orchard with supportive, coppiced native 

planting.   

 



Our discussions with OCC were informed by 
discussions with members, the AGM, Parks, local 

councillors, the Tree Officer, and Estates.  

Consequently we accepted this offer and we now 

have a lease that incorporate the island as an 

orchard as part of our allotment association site.   

The committee has worked on behalf of our 
members to ensure a sustainable, productive, 

accessible and environmentally diverse future for 

Cripley Island. To meet this offer we aim  

• to develop the island as an orchard so it is 

within our lease and public liability insurance    

• to work with environment agency and OCC 

to clear Fiddlers Stream and Castle Mill 

Stream which presently breach our security. 

• to manage the cut green willow logs which 

are sprouting and must be removed 

• to retain the existing fruit and nut trees 

where healthy and viable and to manage the 

native planting by pollarding and coppicing 

so that biodiversity is enhanced 

• to assess changed light levels and to remove 

dead and unsafe trees as advised by OCC’s 
tree officer  

• for the island be included in the allotment 

membership subscription so that all 

members have shared access/responsibility 

for the orchard 

• to build management of the orchard into our 

working party/mowing programme  

• to make an application to The National 

Lottery Local Food project for start up 

funding  

• to clear accumulated debris to allow for 

mowed glades  and bridges for safe access 

• to prepare areas for cultivation for fruit tree 

planting, bulbs and managed coppiced areas 

to increase biodiversity   

• to establish a clear pollarding /coppicing 

rotation to ensure willow management and 
maintenance of Castle Mill/Fiddlers Stream  

• to use log stacking for beneficial insects and 

install bird/bat boxes   

The Island will be a great addition to the 
membership and a focus to promote ‘local food 

in the context of the biodiversity of native 
planting’   

 
Report to AGM Mar 11 2008 by  
John Sivell, Vice Chair, Cripley Meadow 
Allotment Association  
“I recently visited Cripley Island with members 

of the committee and some other members of 
the working party that day.  At first I was quite 

shocked at the state of the trees. But after a 

brief survey I could see the potential for a 
productive island and at the same time a 

wonderful amenity that could be shared by all 

our members and the general public on open 

days.  

19 willows 

border the 

short stretch of 
Fiddler’s Drain. 

All of them 
have barbed 

wire stapled to 

them and 
wrapped 

around the trunks 

and limbs. This has 

grown into the 

trees. A large 

accumulation of 

rubbish has built up 
in Fiddlers’ Stream. 

Apart from impeding 
the flow of water 

this breaches our security, by making an easy 

crossing point to and from Fiddlers Island. 
Willow branches in the stream are already 

beginning to sprout. We will press the council to 
clear this as soon as possible. A little further 

along Fiddlers’ Stream a broad, heavy plank and 

a sunken boat makes an easy crossing for the 

less able. 

Logs and 
branches from 

the 2007 
pollarding by 

Oxford City 
Council remain 

by the ditch. As 

they are green 
they will soon 

sprout and be unmanageable.  

There are other 

logs and 

branches across 
the island. This 
needs clearing 

as soon as 

possible. Some 
of these can be 

stacked and left 

to rot, for 
the benefit 

of wild life.  

There is 

also rubbish 

and a 
broken shed 

which need 

attention. 

 

Silver birch and some non-
native trees had been 

planted amongst the apple 

trees and are towering 

above them. 


